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COVID-19 Update 
 
On April 21, 2020, the Wood County Commissioners’ Court met for its regular session.  At that 
time, the Commissioners’ Court voted to ratify the Order Closing Wood County Beaches during 
the COVID-19 Disaster and extended the closures by 14 additional days, resulting in a new 
expiration date of May 8, 2020, unless further extended by the Wood County Commissioners’ 
Court.  The “Order of the Wood County Commissioners’ Court Ratifying the Order Closing 
Wood County Beaches during the COVID-19 Disaster” is attached to this Press Release for 
reference. 
 
On April 21, 2020, Attorney General Ken Paxton issued a document titled “Guidance for Houses 
of Worship during the COVID-19 Crisis” in response to Governor Gregg Abbott’s Executive 
Order GA-16, which was issued on April 17, 2020.  Attorney General Paxton’s document is 
attached to this Press Release for reference.  Governor Abbott’s Executive Order GA-16 can be 
seen by clicking on the following link: https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-
16_Opening_Texas_COVID-19_FINAL_04-17-2020.pdf.   Executive Order GA-16 remains in 
effect until 11:59PM on April 30, 2020, unless it is modified, amended, rescinded, or suspended 
by the governor.  Attorney General Paxton states that “houses of worship should conduct as 
many activities as possible remotely.  Services that houses of worship cannot conduct remotely 
should be conducted in accordance with guidance from the White House and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”).”  He goes on to outline those guidelines and again 
provides the examples of holding “drive-in” services and providing communion or blessings 
through the option of drive-thrus.  Houses of worship are asked to continue to help slow the 
spread of the virus by following Governor Abbott’s Executive Orders, as well as the guidelines 
outlined in the attachment and those of the White House and CDC.  Attorney General Paxton 
notes that the guidelines are recommendations to houses of worship and are “…ways that help 
slow the spread of COVID-19”.  
 
For questions, please email covidinfo@mywoodcounty.com. 
 
As of April 22, 2020, there are six (6) positive cases in Wood County.  All are self-isolating at 
home.  There are no confirmed COVID-19 related deaths in Wood County. 



 
If you have any questions about screening or guidance, call your physician, UT Health in 
Quitman, or Christus in Winnsboro.  These are the two hospitals located in Wood County.  You 
can also call 211, option “6” for assistance.  If you are short of breath or have trouble breathing, 
please call 911. 
 
Please continue to practice social distancing, wearing of face masks in public, and hand washing 
to slow the spread.  Stay informed with the facts by following: 
 
1) CDC guidelines (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html); 
2) DSHS website (https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/); and 
3) NetHealth website (https://www.mynethealth.org/). 
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